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The Environmental Protection Agency works to 
decrease the use of chemicals that are harmful 

to the environment. In 1992, the agency decided that HCFCs 
(hydrochlorofluorocarbons), the chemicals which help refrigerators 
and air conditioners to cool, should be phased out. Studies have 
found that HCFCs have a contributing effect on ozone depletion and 
global warming. These chemical compounds are just a small part 
of the greenhouse gases affecting our 
environment, “but they trap thousands 
of times as much heat in the atmosphere 
as carbon dioxide,” states the NYTimes.

For decades, Freon, also known as 
HCFC-22 and R-22, was the main 
refrigerant chemical used in residential 
air conditioning units and heat pumps. 
To help protect the ozone layer, the 
EPA has mandated that the production 
of Freon be stopped by 
January 2020.

 

The good news is that new air conditioning systems or heat 
pumps made since 2010 no longer rely on Freon. Most newer units 
use a refrigerant called R410A, or Puron. This chemical is an HFC 
(hydrofluorocarbon), but has been shown not to harm the ozone and, 
since 2015, has become the standard for heating and air conditioning.

Don’t worry, many homeowners that would be affected by this 
new regulation have already switched to more 
environmentally friendly refrigerants. HVAC 
professionals have been phasing out freon 
gradually over the past eight years. Older 
systems that have been replaced according to 
schedule were likely switched out for R410A 
units.

New Refrigerant Regulations In Effect For 2020

Thank you for voting for us as Harrisburg’s Best HVAC, Electrician 
and Plumber for 2019.  Although we did not win, we were 
recently honored with Central Penn Business Journal’s 
Top 250 private companies award!  We are grateful for this 
award and want to thank you for your continued support.  We 
continue to grow and make improvements to provide Central 
PA with excellent mechanical service.

Winter is right around the corner. 
 If you haven’t gotten around to 
having  your furnace serviced this 
year, it’s  not too late. Give us a call to 
schedule  your annual furnace checkup!



Freon is really an environmental hazard if it leaks or is disposed of 
improperly. Freon-based HVAC units that still function properly 
don’t need to be replaced now either. Beginning in 2020, Freon 
will no longer be produced or imported, but limited amounts will 
still be available. Older systems can be serviced or recharged with 
refrigerant using stocks of HCFC-22 until the 2020 date. After that, 
technicians will need to source recycled Freon to keep an old 
system running.

Here’s a quick timeline to clarify the important dates in coming 
years for units made before 2010:

Up to 2020 – Older systems can be serviced with stock Freon.
2020 – The end of Freon production and importation.
After 2020 – Older systems can be serviced with recycled Freon.

RETROFITTING OLDER SYSTEMS
Though the EPA does not require homeowners to buy new HVAC 
systems, retrofitting older systems is a valid option. Unfortunately, 
you can’t simply switch to refrigerants that don’t harm the ozone. 
Newer units have compressors and other parts which work 
only with specific chemicals. This also doesn’t mean that the AC 
system has to be replaced.

If the coils are compatible with R410A refrigerant, HVAC technicians 
can replace the outdoor unit without needing to modify other 
components throughout your house. This solution can be 
expensive, but it will keep your current system working. Plus, 
switching to R410A may actually make it more energy efficient. 
Routine service is more important for these retrofitted systems to 
prevent leaks and any harmful effect on the environment.

REPLACING OLDER HVAC SYSTEMS
If your HVAC unit was manufactured prior to 2010, you may opt 
to replace it. After all, the average lifespan of an HVAC system is 
15 years.  Modern systems are more environmentally friendly and 
also more energy efficient. Lower utility bills is a factor to consider 
when determining the best solution. Many homeowners choose 
to replace older systems rather than to retrofit them because it 
ensures greater long-term savings.

Like us on Facebook to get reminders, energy saving tips, and 
special offers for both residential and commercial services.

Employee Spotlight
Nick Name(s)?
 “T”

What is your position with Thermotech?  
Install Technician 

How long have you been in this industry?  
18 years

What would you say are your strengths in this 
position?  
My ability to make whatever I’m working on to 
look and work well. 

Favorite piece of equipment to work on?  
Copper lines 

Least favorite piece of equipment to work 
on? Clogged sewer lines.

What is the most common issue you come 
across in the field?  
Water heater not working and water leaks

Any advice on how to avoid that 
issue?  
Flush your water heater out at least 
once a year.

Tanya Leinhauser
Install Technician

Have comments, suggestions  
or testimonials for us?

Email them to  
info@thermotechhbg.com

     Quick Tip!
            Clean off all visible debris from intake and 
registers. Doing this every few months will help ensure 
that your HVAC unit isn’t working harder than it has to.

Did You Know...
Thermotech has a texting 

feature?  Yet another convenient way 
for you to place a service call or ask a 
question.  Text us at 717-234-4500.

What do you like most about working at 
Thermotech?  
I like that they encourage you to learn more 
than what your skill is.  They want the techs to 
be knowledgeable in a variety of skills. 

What would you do for a career if you 
weren’t doing this?  
Police Officer

When you have an hour of free time, what 
do you spend it doing?  
Playing games with my children.

Fun fact about yourself that most don’t know.  
I love the beach but I do not enjoy swimming.  
Sun and sand make me happy.  

NEW REFRIGERANT REGULATIONS (Continued)

Promotion Announcement!
We are proud to announce that Adam 

Strickler has been promoted to 
Service Advisor/Estimator within 
Thermotech.  Adam has served as 
an Installation Technician for the 
past 2 years with Thermotech along 
with many years of experience prior 
to joining our team.  Now you can 

find Adam working in the 
office providing technical 
assistance to the technicians 

in the field as well as project 
management duties.  You’ll also 

see him out and about visiting 
customers and providing estimates for 

new projects.  Need a quote?  Adam is your guy!  He can be 
reached at 717-234-4500 x106 or emailing him at adam.strickler@
thermotechhbg.com

Toys for Tots
Believe it or not, it’s that time of year again!  And for 
a lot, this is the most difficult time of the year.  Here 
at Thermotech, we believe everyone deserves to feel 
special over the holidays.  So, for the 3rd year in a row, 
we are teaming up with Toys for Tots to collect new/
unopened toys for those children whose parents can 
not afford them. Feel free to drop off your toys at our 
office or give to one of our technicians out on the job!  
Thank you in advance for your generosity.   


